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Building our Own 
House Churches:

On the Entry of the Most Holy 
Theotokos into the Temple

St. Luke (Voyno-Yasenetsky) Of Simferopol

All of you, fathers and moth-
ers, have heard the astound-
ing question of the Apostle 
Paul: “Know ye not that ye 
are the temples of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwell-
eth in you?” (1 Corinthians 
3:16). Do you not know 
that you and your children 
are intended to serve God in 
spirit and truth, in works of 
love and righteousness?

The life of the All-Holy, 
All-Pure, and All-Blessed Theotokos and Ever-Virgin 
Mary, who was the All-Pure Temple of the Savior, who 
was higher than all the Cherubim and Seraphim, could 
not have begun as does the life of an ordinary person: it 
needed to have been marked by a glorious beginning to 
her life. And the Lord God placed into the hearts of her 
holy parents, Joachim and Anna, the presentiment that 
their All-Pure Child, their only daughter, was being pre-
pared by God for an extraordinary path, a path enormous-
ly loftier than people’s ordinary paths. And guided by this 
presentiment, they dedicated the All-Holy Virgin Mary 
to God even before her nativity: they made a vow to God 
that she would serve Him.

But how? In what form could she serve God?

You know that the ministers of God were chosen by com-
mand of God Himself only from the tribe of Levi and, of 

course, they were all men; women could not be ministers 
of God.

Nonetheless, the All-Holy Theotokos was designated by 
God Himself for the very loftiest form of ministry to Him.

When the little Mary grew to the age of three, then her 
parents, the holy and blessed Joachim and Anna, decided 
to bring her to the Temple in Jerusalem, in order to raise 
her under the shadow of this Temple.

They gave a vow, and it was necessary to fulfill it. And 
they led her, accompanied by a choir of young girls carry-
ing burning candles, to Jerusalem, to the Lord’s Temple. 
And in an astonishing manner, when they approached the 
Temple, the three-year old babe Mary escaped from the 
hands of those holding her fast and quickly, quickly ran 
up the all the high steps to the Temple.

The great high priest Zacharias took her into his arms and 
performed something extraordinary, something that had 
never before been done: he not only led her into God’s 
Temple, but led her into the Holy of Holies, where there 
once had stood the Ark of the Covenant and into which 
only the high priest, and no one else, had the right to enter 
once a year. The blessed Zacharias led the babe Mary into 
the Holy of Holies and gave her permission, when she 
wanted to, even if every day, to enter here to pray.

Thus was the childhood of her, who would become the 
All-Pure Temple of the Savior, observed. Let us leave her, 
the Holiest of the Holy, to pray in the Lord’s Temple… 
Let us turn our thoughts to our own children.

All of you, fathers and mothers, have heard the astound-
ing question of the Apostle Paul: “Know ye not that ye are 
the temples of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16). Do you not know that you 
and your children are intended to serve God in spirit and 
truth, in works of love and righteousness?
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If so, if all are intended to become living temples of God, 
then does not that require all of us to dedicate ourselves to 
God from our very earliest years of childhood and youth? 
Oh yes, oh yes – it goes without saying that this is re-
quired. But how can we fulfill this requirement?

This is an extremely difficult question, and I would like, if 
not to explain it to you, then at least to turn your atten-
tion to the importance and difficulty of this essential deed.

All of us receive sanctification in God’s Temple; we are 
sanctified in it by great and glorious Mysteries that bring 
us close to God, to the Lord Jesus Christ, making us even 
into temples of the Holy 
Spirit.

In God’s Temple, at the di-
vine services, we hear the 
great words of the Mystery 
of the Bloodless Sacrifice; we 
hear the chanting and read-
ing of the Church, and re-
ceive great, very important, 
and very profound sanctifi-
cation.

But without the sanctifi-
cation of the Mysteries of 
the divine services of the 
Church, can we become 
temples of the Spirit of God?

But you know that, by God’s 
allowance, this has become 
impossible for many Chris-
tians, for the divine services 
have ceased in many church-
es; for many people, especially peasants, live far, far away 
from churches in which the divine services and Mysteries 
continue to be celebrated.

This is very, very hard for us, especially for those who do 
not have the opportunity to hear the divine services, to be 
sanctified by the great mysteries of the Church.

This is very hard, but do we really need to give in to hope-
lessness? Do we really have no opportunity to raise our 
children in such a way that they would become temples 
of God and abodes of the Holy Spirit? No, God has not 
abandoned us, for we know from Holy Scripture that we 
can raise our children in our own house churches, about 
which the Apostle Paul speaks at length in his great epis-

tles.

I should like to draw your attention to these words “house 
churches.” Completing his First Epistle to the Corinthi-
ans, the Apostle Paul conveys greetings from his friends 
Aquila and Priscilla and their house churches. They had 
their own house church.

In the Epistle to Philemon, the Apostle greets him with 
“the church in thy house” and their friends (Philemon 
1:2). He also had a house church. Similar greetings to 
“house churches” are found in the epistles of the great 
Apostle to the Romans and the Colossians. They also had 

house churches.

What is a “house church” 
and what did the Apostle 
himself understand by these 
words? A “house church” is a 
strong Christian family.

I will first say what a “house 
church” was in ancient times, 
and will allow you to ponder 
deeply over what, at least to a 
small extent, a house church 
could be in our times.

He understood the very pro-
found significance of the 
Christian family; he under-
stood that the family, not 
only in a Christian state, 
but also in all other states 
far from Christianity, was of 
very great significance. He 
understood that the family is 

the primary unit that lies at the foundation of everything 
that takes places in the state and in society. Society itself 
and the state itself depend in great part on how individual 
families live, and on the goals that they have in their life.

If this primary unit is perfect, if it is pure, if it places be-
fore itself important and profound moral and spiritual 
goals, then society and the state will reflect these qualities 
of its primary unit: the family.

What was the house church in the times of the Apostle 
Paul, in these ancient times?

It was built along the lines of our dioceses, which are pre-
dominated, led, and guided by the bishop, who is called to 



Holy Cross Orthodox Church
November, 2017 Newsletter - p. 3.

the great mystery of the priesthood.

He directs the entire spiritual life of his diocese, taking care 
that the great commandments of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
realized and implemented in his diocese.

In ancient times, the meaning and significance of the fa-
ther of the family was similar to the role the bishop was to 
play in his diocese.

He was to direct the entire spiritual life of his family; he 
was, to whatever small degree, to fulfill the duties 
that the bishop fulfilled in his diocese; he 
was, to a greater or lesser extent, to be 
the bishop of his family.

The mother of the family 
was to be like the ancient 
deaconesses. These were 
deeply devout women 
who were assigned by 
bishops to prepare 
women for the Mys-
tery of Baptism. By 
frequent and long 
conversations, they 
prepared women for 
the Mystery of Bap-
tism; they explained 
the profound and 
great significance of 
this Mystery; and 
served at its perfor-
mance over women. 
Moreover, they took care of feeding the hungry and 
strangers and of clothing the needy. They served everyone 
who was in need of deeds of mercy; they were the direc-
tors and first performers of these deeds.

Thus, all mothers and wives were to have been like the 
deaconesses in the house churches. Upon them lay the 
extremely important responsibility of teaching the Law of 
God and the commandments of Christ to their children 
and to all members of their family.

Today the state schools, as you know, do not teach the 
Law of God.

May all mothers today remember their most important 
and primary responsibility of enlightening their children 
with the light of Christ’s truth.

If the All-Holy and All-Pure Mother of God, already 
from the age of three, was dedicated to God; if she always 
breathed the incense of the people’s prayers in the Temple 
of Jerusalem; if she breathed the incense of the censer, 
then would not our children always be in need of this?

Do not our children need to breathe the incense of the 
censer, the incense of the people’s prayers?

In the ancient years of the Russian Church, the whole 
people understood this well, and children were brought 

up in a Christian and ecclesial spirit. Russian chil-
dren, like the little All-Holy Theotokos, also 

breathed the incense of the people’s 
prayers and the smoke of the cen-

ser.

Thus it was, but thus it is 
no longer. Where is all 
this now? Do you now 
know how today the 
majority of Russian 
people have left all this 
behind, how they do 
not want to know any-
thing about this, how 
they have no need of 
the Church, and have 
no need of the aroma 
of the censer’s incense?

Nonetheless, the Lord 
God has preserved a 
remnant, a consider-

able remnant: the churches are full of worshippers; and 
you, the small flock of Christ entrusted to me by God, 
eagerly listen to the word of God, and you fill our holy 
church. That means that not all is lost; that means that 
what the Apostle Paul says about house churches remains 
in force for us.

And you, too, and not only the ancient Christians, can 
perform the tasks that lay on the house churches.

I know, I know, how busy you are; how burdened you 
all are with social work, with working in factories, with 
jobs – not only husbands are busy, but so too are wives, 
the mothers of families. I know how difficult it is for them 
to fulfill their job responsibilities, and their family respon-
sibilities, and their responsibilities akin to the ancient 
deaconesses: the responsibilities of mothers raising their 



Holy Cross Orthodox Church
November, 2017 Newsletter - p. 4.

children. I know, I know – and you know.

But if this work is difficult, then do we really need to con-
clude that one need not strive to fulfill it?!

Before all other deeds, remember about this great deed: 
that your children, innocent and pure children, take into 
their pure hearts the Law of God, the commandments of 
Christ, at least from the small amount of instruction that 
they can receive from you.

You have not yet forgotten the Law of God, so teach, teach 
your children, and then your family will become your 
house church. And the light of Christ from this house 
church will spread invisibly for you beyond the boundar-
ies of your family.

The Light of Christ, His Divine Truth, will invisibly flow 
into the hearts and minds of all those who have dealings 
with you. It could be that the influence of your house 
church will go beyond its boundaries.

Then the eternal blessing of our Lord and God Jesus 
Christ, His Beginningless Father, and the All-Holy Spirit 
will be upon you.

Amen.

1957

Translated from the Russian.

Announcements
Adult Class On the Divine Liturgy.  Ever wondered 
why we do the things we do in the Liturgy?  What is a 
prokeimenon?  Why do we make entrances and what do 
they mean?  Why do we fast before the Eucharist?  What is 
significant about the prayers and movements at the Divine 
Liturgy? If you are interested in these questions and more 
then plan on coming to our fall adult study class. We will 
begin with Small Compline at 6:30PM and the class fol-
lowing.  We will conclude by 8PM. Please make plans to 
attend.

Moleben on our property:  We will continue serving a 
weekly short prayer service on our property in Kerner-

sville.  This is a service of supplication (Molieben) that 
Archbishop Dimitri of blessed memory blessed for the use 
of parishes in the diocese.  Fr. Christopher will be serving 
it on Friday mornings at 10 AM except where noted in the 
calendar. Our property is located at 1320 Masten Drive in 
Kernersville.

Sisterhood of the Holy Myrrhbearers: The sisterhood 
will meet at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, November 21.

Men’s Group: The Men’s Group will be held at 7:30 PM 
on Thursday, November 9.

Order Gift Cards Through Holy Cross! Scrip cards are 
available from hundreds of retailers and don’t cost any 
more than the face value of the gift card. It’s a “free” fun-
draiser to benefit the Holy Cross building fund! Contact 
Karen Brudnak-Slate.

The forgetting of wrongs is a sign of true repentance. But 
he who dwells on them and thinks that he is �repenting 
is like a man who thinks he is running while he is really 
asleep.

St. John Climacus, The Ladder of Divine Ascent.

Financial Summary
October 2017 financials:

Actual Budget
Income $9,015.84 $10,631.00
Expense $10,697.29 $11,459.04

Thank you for your generosity!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1   

6:30PM Com-
pline and Divine 
Liturgy Class

2   3   

10AM Prayers at 
the Property

4   

6 PM Great 
Vespers

5  

9AM Church School 
9:40AM Hours
10AM Divine Liturgy

6   7   8   

6:30PM Com-
pline and Divine 
Liturgy Class

9  

7:30 PM Men’s 
Group

10   

10AM Prayers at 
the Property

11    

6 PM Great 
Vespers

12  

9AM Church School 
9:40AM Hours
10AM Divine Liturgy

13     14  

6:30PM Sisterhood

15   

Nativity Fast
6:30PM Com-
pline and Divine 
Liturgy Class

16   

Nativity Fast
6:30 PM Parish 
Council

17   

Nativity Fast
10AM Prayers at 
the Property

18    

Nativity Fast
11:00AM Church 
Cleaning
6 PM Great 
Vespers

19  

Nativity Fast
9AM Church School 
9:40AM Hours
10AM Divine Liturgy
7PM OCAT House 
Meeting

20     

Nativity Fast
6:30PM 
Great Ves-
pers

21   ENTRY of the 
Theotokos into the 
Temple

Nativity Fast
8AM Divine Liturgy
6:30PM Sisterhood

22   

Nativity Fast

23    

Nativity Fast

24   

Nativity Fast
10AM Prayers at 
the Property 

25   

Nativity Fast
6 PM Great 
Vespers

26  

Nativity Fast
9:40AM Hours
10AM Divine Liturgy

27  

Nativity Fast

28  

Nativity Fast

29  

Nativity Fast

30  

Nativity Fast
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